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Quebec, Canada, June 24, 1902. 
Sir : I have the honor to report that for the week ended June 21 
there were inspected at the port of Halifax, Nova Scotia, 49 immi- 
grants; passed, 48; detained, 1. 

Respectfully, Victor G. Heiser, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. R. 8. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

CHINA. 

Report from Canton — Cholera and plague in province of Kwangtung. 

Department of State, 
Washington, D. C, June 20, 1902. 
Sir: I have the honor to inclose herewith for the information of the 
IT. S. Marine-Hospital Service, copies of 2 dispatches from the consul 
of the United States at Canton, China, in regard to cholera and bubonic 
plague. 

Respectfully, John Hay, 

Secretary of State. 
The Secretary of the Treasury. 

[Inclosures.] 

Canton, China, May 10, 1902. 

Sir : Oil May 1, I learned from the missionaries of the American Scandinavian Mis- 
sion and through 2 Chinese officials, that the bubonic plague was ravaging the lower or 
eastern portion of Honam. They reported that it had become epidemic, and that from 
8 to 10 victims were discovered in each of a number of houses inhabited chiefly by 
coolies of the lowest class. I cabled to the Department as follows, duplicating my dis- 
patch to United States Minister Conger at Peking : 

"Secretary of State, Washington, D. ft: Plague epidemic east Honam. Canton 
decreasing. — Mc Wade. ' ' 

Of my own personal knowledge I was aware that the plague had begun to abate in 
Canton, therefore I noted that fact in the foregoing cablegram. 

The morning and afternoon passenger steamships arriving here from Hongkong bring 
daily, as a rule, a number of dead and dying victims of the plague who have been 
stricken in Hongkong and are sent here to die and for burial by their relatives and 
others. Some of the unfortunates die on the way here. Of course, their arrival aids 
materially in spreading the disease. 

I note as a fact that the authorities of that colony instruct their port and other physi- 
cians to make a personal examination of all Chinese arriving there from Canton, but 
the same physicians are not instructed to make any examination whatever of those who 
leave Hongkong for Canton. I do not report that fact by way of complaint, but merely 
for your information. 

A few days ago one of the customs officials in Canton had an unpleasant experience of 
one of the methods used by Chinese residents in Hongkong to get rid of their dead who 
are victims of the pestilence. He opened a barrel, which had arrived that morning 
among the cargo of the Hongkong steamship Powan, and which, according to its invoice, 
was alleged to contain 90 cattle of shark's fins, a Chinese delicacy. When the lid of 
the barrel was removed 2 human feet protruded, and an examination disclosed that the 
barrel contained a Chinaman who had died of plague in Hongkong. 

Early this morning I received the following self-explanatory report from Dr. Swan, 
physician in charge of the Canton Hospital : 

"The Medical Missionary Society's Hospital, 

"Canton, China, May 9, 1902. 
"Sir: Notwithstanding the various reports with regard to the presence of bubonic 
plague and cholera in Canton during the past two or three weeks, I have not been able 
to get any reliable information showing that either disease was present to any marked 
extent until to-day when I obtained information from a reliable source that bubonic 
plague was present to a considerable extent in the Manchu or Kiha portion of the city, 
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the western section of the old part of the city. As near as I can judge from the report 
given by my informant, who resides near the portion of the city mentioned, there are 
from 40 to 50 deaths occurring daily from plague and cholera, but far the larger por- 
tion are due to plague. In the eastern portion of the city, where I have been several 
times of late, there seems to be practically none, either of cholera or plague. We have 
had in the past two weeks 3 cases of plague appear for treatment at the hospital, but 
only 1 of them resided in the city. On the whole I should say that there are very few 
cases of cholera occurring, and that plague is not at all general. The outbreak I refer 
to above is of quite recent occurrence and we may well hope that the recent rains will 
give us more favorable conditions and a less number of these infectious cases of disease. 
I may add that I have all along made careful inquiries with regard to the prevalence 
of disease but have not been able to hear of any marked increase. In fact, cholera has 
decidedly lessened, and the character of the attack is considerably modified and milder 
than it was at first, though this we might naturally expect. 

"Any reliable information I can get along this line I will forward to you promptly. 

' ' I am pleased to note that the experiment carried on by Dr Adolph Razlag in the 
treatment of leprosy is so far meeting with considerable success, the 4 cases under 
observation showing marked improvement. Three other cases coming each morning 
for the treatment are also showing improvement. The treatment carried ou is not so 
much in the line of special new remedies as in the thorough and careful manner in 
which the remedies are applied. 

"Respectfully, John M. Swan. 

" Hon. Robert M. McWade, 

" United States Consul, Canton, China." 

As I write, news comes to me from reliable sources that the plague and cholera are 
still epidemic at Fatshan, which is distant from here about one hour by steam launch. 
It is one of the dirtiest cities in south China and the filth of its streets is proverbial. 
Respectfully, Robert M. McWade, 

United States Consul. 
The Assistant Secretary op State. 

Canton, China, April 25, 1902. 

Sir: In further continuation of my dispatch No. 189, regarding cholera and other 
pestilential conditions, I have the honor to report as follows : 

With a much-desired rainfall came a recrudescence of the plague, which has now 
become a yearly scourge in this and in many other localities in the province of 
Kwangtung. 

From the Rev. Dr. Andrew Beattie, of the American Presbyterian Mission, I learned 
this morning that the present visitation is of a much more malignant type than here- 
tofore, and that in a number of cases death has resulted in a few hours. In this type 
the bubo or swelling, instead of appearing in the armpit or groin and remaining there, 
quite suddenly disappears from one part of the body and equally as suddenly reappears 
in another. Isolated cases are reported of native victims being found dying in the 
streets. The latest was reported to me to-day by the Rev. C. A. Nelson, of the Ameri- 
can Board Mission, who almost stumbled over the writhing body on his way to the 
bridge crossing the narrow creek dividing Canton from Shameen. 

The bodies of the native victims who have died in poverty are promptly buried by 
a Chinese Benevolent Society, which furnishes coffins, bearers, and a place of inter- 
ment. As I have already indicated in my previous dispatches, the plague and cholera 
conditions are due almost entirely to the absolute want of sanitary arrangements. The 
exceedingly narrow streets of the city, rarely at any time more than 8 feet in width, 
are nearly all more or less open sewers or cess pools, the pavement of the streets merely 
consisting of large blocks of granite laid transversely from wall to wall. 

The following communication on the sanitary state of the city from the Rev. Mr. 
Nelson speaks for itself : 

"Canton, China, April 25, 1902. 

"Sir : It seems quite unnecessary for anyone to inform you regarding the unsanitary 
conditions of this great city ; the filth is apparent to all. There is need of a mighty 
Hercules to cleanse this Augean stable, but how are the waters in the river and in the 
canals to be cleansed ? 

"A few days ago, Mrs. Nelson went by boat into the Lung Shun Canal which enters 
just west of Shameen and divides Wong Sha lrom the suburb. Shortly after entering 
the canal, she saw a dead rat floating, next a dead pig, and a few moments afterwards, 
a dead babe came floating along and joined the pig and rat, and together they floated 
into the Pearl River. 

"C. A. Nelson." 

Hon. Robert M. McWade, United Stales Consul, Canton, China. 
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On receipt of reliable information to-day, through Chinese sources, that plague is 
epidemic at Pakhoi and its immediate vicinity, I cabled to the Department as follows, 
transmitting a duplicate to Minister Conger at Peking: 

"Secretary of State, Washington, £>. C. : Plague epidemic Pakhoi. — McWade." 

No reliable data can be gathered that will give anything even approximating to the 
the number of deaths from the scourge in that locality, or indeed in any other, for the 
officials are very reticent when approached on this subject. 

I have to-day prepared for H. E. Tao Mu, viceroy of the Two Kwangs, the following 
recommendations which he will instruct the sanitary board of Canton to carry into 
effect: 

The hospital boats or junks which did such magnificent service last year should be 
agaiu set aside for similar use, after their interiors have been thoroughly washed and 
cleaned, dilute carbolic acid being lavishly used. 

Plenty of sunlight and pure air, cleanliness of person and residence, and freedom 
from excitement are the chief preventives of the plague. 

Cleanliness is the one great preventive. When the people and their houses and shops 
and the streets and drains are kept clean the disease will rarely appear, and when it 
does will not remain for a long time and will have but few victims. Dirt, darkness, 
and bad food are the chief encouragements of the disease. 

When, however, the precaution of cleanliness of persons, houses, streets, and drains 
has been neglected, and the disease has appeared and begun to make headway, the first 
measures to be taken are to insist on absolute cleanliness everywhere, to confiscate and 
immediately destroy by fire all impure, rotten, or otherwise bad food, to compel the 
clothing and furniture, etc., of the victims to be swiftly conveyed from the city in her- 
metically sealed coffins. 

The interior of the houses and shops should be thoroughly cleaned and then white- 
washed, plenty of lime being used. If there is a night-soil receptacle or a water-closet 
attached to the house or shop it should always be supplied with dilute carbolic acid, 
which will speedily kill and destroy the germs of the disease. The streets and drains 
should be liberally and profusely flushed or flooded for several hours daily with water 
from the river, the flushing or flooding to be done invariably when the river begins to 
ebb towards the sea. The eboing tide of the river will thus carry away to the sea the 
impurities and filth of the houses, shops, drains and streets of the city. 

Your excellency will note that I do not suggest the cremation of the victims' bodies, 
because of the deep-seated antipathy of the natives to that procedure, but I do recom- 
mend that when the bodies are being interred, plenty of quicklime should be placed in 
the graves. I also recommend the absolute prohibition of the visits of relatives, friends, 
and others to the houses or places where any person, man, woman, or child, has died 
of the plague. 

Respectfully, Robert M. McWade, 

United States Consul. 

The Assistant Secretary of State. 

COLOMBIA. 

Weekly report of conditions and transactions at Bocas del Toro — Fruit port. 

Bocas del Toro, Colombia, June 17, 1902. 

Sik : I have the honor to make the following report of the conditions 
and transactions at this port during the week ended June 16, 1902 : 

Population according to census, not obtainable. Number of cases 
and deaths from yellow fever during the week, none ; number of 
cases and deaths from smallpox during the week, none; number of 
cases and deaths from typhus fever during the "week, none : number of 
cases and deaths from cholera during the week, none ; number of cases 
and deaths from plague during the week, none ; number of deaths from 
other causes during the week, 3. Prevailing diseases, malarial in char- 
acter. The government physician informs me of 3 deaths during the 
week, diagnosed as follows: One, infantile diarrhea; 1 soldier, chronic 
dysentery ; 1 soldier, malarial poisouing. General sanitary condition 
of this port and the surrounding country during the week, good. From 
persons visiting the subport of Chiriqni Grande I learn there are a 
number of soldiers suffering from chills and fever and dysentery. There 



